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Will Rent-to-Save Affect My SSI? 
 
The Rent-to-Save Program ended on Feb. 28, 2019. If you or a household member receive Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI), the savings from your Rent-to-Save account may affect your SSI eligibility. To help 
you better plan, here are answers to common questions.  
 
Q: What are the asset limits for SSI?  
A: To be eligible for SSI benefits, assets are limited to $2,000 for an individual or for the caretakers of a 
child with a disability and $3,000 for a parent + spouse.  
 
Q: What counts as an “asset” for SSI?  
A: Examples include: cash, bank accounts, stocks, U.S. savings bonds, life insurance, personal property, 
and vehicles. For a full list, see the SSA website here: https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/text-resources-ussi.htm.  
 
Q: What does not count as an “asset” for SSI? 
A: Examples include: Household goods and personal effects, one vehicle if it is used for transportation for 
you or a member of your household, burial spaces for you or your immediate family, burial funds for you 
and your spouse of less than $1,500, life insurance policies with a combined face value of $1,500 or less, 
or up to $100,000 of funds in ABLE accounts (see below). For a full list, see the SSA website here: 
https://www.ssa.gov/ssi/text-resources-ussi.htm. 
 
Q: What can I do with my Rent-to-Save savings that won’t affect my SSI eligibility?  
A: To ensure that your SSI benefits are not impacted, it is important that you have a plan in place for how 
you will use the funds before you receive them. Some things you can do are: pay off outstanding debts; 
open an ABLE account; replace an older, unreliable car with a newer one; pay for tuition and fees to 
college or job training programs; or purchase a home.  
 
Q: What is an ABLE account? 
A: ABLE stands for Achieving a Better Life Experience. It is a savings account that does not count as an 
asset for SSI. You can contribute up to $15,000 in 2019 and accumulate up to $100,000 in total. You can 
use your account to pay for qualified disability expenses. Individuals are eligible for an account if they are 
already receiving benefits under SSI and/or Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI). If not, they may 
still be eligible if they certify that they are blind or disabled and have a written diagnosis of their 
condition by a licensed physician. Under all circumstances, the onset of the disability must have begun 
prior to age 26. 
 
Q: How do I open an ABLE account? 
A: In Massachusetts, you can open the account through the Attainable program through Fidelity by 
calling 844-458-2253 (TTY 800-544-0118) or by visiting their website: 
https://www.fidelity.com/able/attainable/overview.  
 
Q: Where can I go for more help?  
A: If you believe you will be affected by this issue, it is a good idea to work with a Compass coach before 
you receive your Rent-to-Save savings to make a plan and discuss action steps. For more help, please call 
Jason Andrade at Compass Working Capital at 617-790-0810 ext. 205. You may also learn more through 
www.socialsecurity.gov.  
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